WORK PACKAGE 9: THEMATIC STUDY ON MIXED AND TRANSNATIONAL FAMILIES

A family as the basic social organism is a meeting point of various social, political and cultural interactions. Mixed families are one of the main areas where migration generated intercultural relations are manifested. The research of transnational and ethnically mixed families provides an opportunity to investigate the identity transformation, caused by such cohabitation. The fact that this particular research will be carried out in Bulgaria, Greece and Turkey is especially important because the Southeast European region is one of the main corridors for migration, which creates preconditions for appearance of exceptionally diverse ethnic composition of families.

Participants: 

Participant No. 1: Panteion University of Social and Political Sciences, Center for Gender Studies, Greece

Participant No. 2: International Center for Minority Studies and Intercultural Relations, Bulgaria

Participant No. 8: Bilkent University, Department of Political Science, Turkey

Objectives:

· To undertake research on the intersections between gender, migration and the family, with particular emphasis on relations between members of mixed and transnational families.

· To study the gender dynamics of mixed and transnational families in specific national settings, motivation for spouse selection, family relations and changing gender relations within the family as well as the families’ position in a broader social context.

· To study the mixed families as meeting point of different religions and cultures and explore zones of contacts and conflicts

· To explore the consequences of mixed family environs for the children
· To develop an alternative framework to the dominant conceptualization of family national and racial “purity” for understanding mixed and transnational families situated among multiple influences of geographical mobility.
Description of work

The partners involved in this work package will undertake the tasks of:

1. Theoretical overview of the literature (original sources, documents, statistical and other empirical data, and published studies) on gender, ethnic and religious relations within the mixed families. 

· brief overview of the tendencies during the 20th century

· situation in the last 10 years (1998-2008). Depending on specific features in each country, a slightly different time-frame can be chosen. 

2. Fieldwork:

· Study of mixed couples, in which one partner is local and another a foreign national. Research will not be limited only to those couples who are officially married, but will include also those who live together in cohabitation. If the couple lives together with a close relative (e.g. parent(s) of one partner), we recommend that all household members are interviewed.

· Interviews with respondents: combination of standardized in-depth interviews (with prepared questionnaire) and free conversations (additional questions depending on specific concrete cases). In order to obtain a more detailed information about the inter-family relations, the study will put qualitative approach ahead of the quantitative one. The in-depth interviews will first give the respondents an opportunity to present the story of their lives through autobiographic narrative, after which the interviewer will use the questionnaire to gain additional data important for the topic of the work package. Standardized interview will be (when appropriate) combined with additional questions in free dialogue if seen as relevant by the interviewer in individual cases. Despite the use of (semi)standardized questionnaire, an individual approach (with additional questions) will be a necessity, due to the specific and unique characteristics of each family. Interviews could be conducted in several stages: first separate conversations with all members of the household (including parents of the spouse-s and grown-up children), who agreed to be interviewed, followed by a group conversation with the whole family. Remark: this might be technically difficult to implement and might not work with each family;

· Number of interviews: 8-10 (?) families (not persons). Each family will require a total of 2-4 interviews  (2-3 members each plus additional interview of the whole family together). Or if this appears difficult to do in all cases, we may allow for certain number of interviews with foreign spouses and with local spouses irrespectively of whether they come from the same family.

· Selection of respondents: Different transnational and/or ethnically mixed families will be selected for the study (either officially married or living in cohabitation)

· Different age groups (20-30; 30-40; 40-50; 50-60)

· Different ethnic and / or religious background (according to specificities of all three countries). For example, in Bulgaria most typical combinations would be Bulgarian female – Arab male, Bulgarian female – Western European male, Bulgarian male – female from former Soviet Union

· Place of residence: large cities with the highest density of immigrants (e.g. for Bulgaria Sofia and Plovdiv)

· Immigrants and emigrants (diaspora); respondents from the second group can be reached also with the help of information technologies (for example, they can answer the questionnaire over email)

· Other household members (children, parents)

· Other relevant respondents, dealing with marriage and families (clergy, wedding officials)

· In the final stages of the WP9, two focus groups should be organized: one with women and other with men from mixed families. The main topic of discussion will be the problems of mixed families.

3. Writing of the analytical report, based on the information collected during the fieldwork. The report will:

· analyze from a gendered perspective the tensions and possibilities in mixed and/or transnational families, 

· include theoretical and policy implications for understanding mixed and transnational families as spaces of intercultural interaction.

Data to be collected during fieldwork / interviews:

· gender structure of the migrant communities; immigrants from which countries are predominantly male and from which predominantly female; which communities are most likely to form mixed families; age at which they form families; types of family organizations.

· which immigrant communities are most and which are least desirable for family partnership?

· level of adaptation and integration of the mixed couple into the extended families and circle of friends of both partners.

· contacts and experience of mixed families with the official institutions.

· registration of marriage (civil marriage, religious marriage).

· selection of religion and name of the children, when partners belong to different religions; number of children.

· language of communication in the family; how many languages are used; do both partners speak each other’s native tongue.

· ethnic self-identification of children from mixed families; changes in partners’ self-identification.

· conversions of partners in religiously mixed families.

· “female” and “male” roles and duties in the family; who is the head of the family; who “feeds” the family.

· is the family actively included in the activities and life of the immigrant community?

· legal status of immigrant spouse – do they apply for / take the citizenship of their partners from host countries?

· conflict zones in the family lives, arising from the different ethnic and/or religious background of the partners; how do families deal with such conflicts?

· family cultural traditions; joint celebration of different religious and other festivities.

· how did the partners change as a result of living together with a partner of different ethnic / religious origin?

· how do the respondents see the differences between their family and those families where both partners belong to one ethnic group?

· do partners feel discriminated because of the different origin of one partner?

· plans to emigrate to the country of the immigrant spouse or to the third country; how long they have lived in the host country?

Issues to be raised with partners on the kick-off meeting:

· Additional methods to be used besides interviews?

· Will the questionnaires be the same for all countries or will they differ, depending on specific conditions in each country?

· How many interviews need to be taken? Is 10 families enough?

· Criteria for selection of respondents? Are the proposed criteria sufficient? Any changes?

· Do we need external (out of the family) respondents?

· Mixed family is a family composed of one local and one foreign spouse – living in the same country; Transnational family is a term referring to migrant families with spouses of the same nationality/citizenship, dispersed in two or more countries. If this is what is meant by transnational family by the Project organizers, shouldn’t we restrict the work of WP 9 on mixed families only. Transnational and Mixed families are phenomena that display different social characteristics, form intercultural spaces with different dimensions and pose different policy concerns to countries of origin and destination, they relate in different ways to the general theme of migration and gender and will require differing questionnaires and different approaches to the respondents – therefore their mixture into one single study with a limited scope as is the one foreseen by WP 9 might not be to the benefit of a good and informed analysis. 

· Theoretical overview of existing demographic/ statistical data and existing policy frameworks on mixed families including secondary literature: What should be included here to avoid repetition of the State of the art report? 

· Two or four focus groups: divided just by gender or also by local/ foreign family member – 1. women local; 2. women foreign; 3. men local; 4. men foreign. It is possible for each team to decide what type of focus groups it will be most reasonable to form?

· Gender balance of respondents: shall we chose an equal divide (½ respondent families with foreign wife; ½ respondent families with foreign husband)?

· It is very possible that we will need to give some compensation to the people we interview and we will certainly need some payment for the focus groups – how to deal with this?

Tasks of the coordinating team

· Design Individual interview questionnaire (one questionnaire for all three countries) and individual interviews guidelines;

· Design Modified questionnaire for focus groups and focus groups guidelines;

· WP 9 Workshop;

· Thematic Report

Time-frame WP 9

	October – November ’08: 
	Theoretical overview of the literature on gender, ethnic and religious relations within the mixed families

	December ’08 – January ‘09:
	Overall guidelines and plan for work; Design of Interview questionnaire and interview guidelines; Design of focus groups questionnaire; Focus groups Guidelines

	February – June ’09:
	Field work – Collection of individual and family interviews

	July – September ’09:
	Transcription of Interviews; Focus Groups; Transcription of Focus groups

	September ’09:
	Thematic workshops with partners meeting to discuss preliminary fieldwork results and empirical findings, and decide upon the overall common framework and categories of analysis to be applied.

	October ’09 – February ’10:
	Draft Country Reports and Revised/Final Country Reports

	March – May ‘10:
	Draft Thematic Report

	June ’10:
	Final Thematic Report


Deliverables

D10 – Thematic Report “Mixed and Transnational Families”.

