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1. Introduction 
 
1.1. Internal Migration 
 
Migration is a much known phenomenon in the history of the Turkish Republic. 
Particularly around the 1950s, the major economic shift towards 
industrialization created mass migration from rural to urban settlements, called 
internal migration. The rural-urban population ratio shifted: from 30 to 70 
percent in favor of rural it reversed to 60 to 40 percent in favor of urban. Since 
the 1990’s internal migration is taking another route in the form of forced 
migration; the relocation of the rural population from the eastern part of the 
Turkey to the western sites in order to control the terror activities in the region 
(Kurban et al. 2006). Similar to the earlier internal migration, this new wave of 
internal migration also created heavy burdens on the women. However, this 
type of migration is mostly observed in the form of family migration and 
women did not directly enter the labor market, rather they served as unpaid 
family laborers like they did in their villages and served for the material and 
social reproduction of the family. 
 
1.2. Migration to the West as “guest worker” 
 
The 1960’s on the other hand created a new wave of migration, in the form of 
immigration to the Western Europe, particularly Germany, as “guest 
workers” to attend to the demands of heavy industry and the formal labor 
market. Although officially stopped in 1970’s, is wave of migration continues in 
the form of refugee and illegal migration flows as well as family reunificationin 
a slower pace even today, after six decades of the first migrants (Caglar, 2006: 
2).  The migration trend has moved to another direction, from Europe to 
eastern countries. To give a bulk figure, it is estimated that in the 2001-2005 
time span, 1.988135 people migrated from Turkey to many destinations, very 
different from the earlier ones. The current destinations are 49 percent to CIS 
countries (Common Wealth and Independent States),  31 percent of people to 
Arab Countries, and only 9 percent to Europe (Icduygu, 2008:7)These new 
waves of migration trends did not take up the attention of the migration 
scholars yet.There is a rich research on the migrants from Turkey to the 
European countries; however there is no research on the latest migration 
trends towards CIS countries and Arab countries.(Icduygu, 2008) 
 
On the other hand, the current trends in migration flows are extremely hard to 
distinguish in contemporary Turkey, partly due to the insufficient nature of the 
recording and filing procedures in the borders and partly due to the illegal or 
unregistered nature of the migration that is taking place. Besides, Turkey is a 
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major tourism destination in the region, having an open border and easy visa 
policy, therefore the flow of migrant people is not easy to track down.(Icduygu, 
2008). 
 
As Martin and et.al, claims “Turkey’s position as emigration, transit and 
immigration country, there are 3 to 4 million Turks abroad, 3 to 4 million 
foreigners living in Turkey (perhaps half Iranians) and tens of thousands move 
through Turkey to Europe”, the migratory flows are much more complex than it 
was in the early 1960’s where Turkish labor migration was organized between 
Germany and Turkey. Turkish government organized, regulated and 
encouraged the labor migration with the expectation of remittances which 
peaked at 4.5 billion dollars in 1998, and 4.5 billion dollars in 1999.  (Martin 
and et.al, 2002) 
 
The research on Turkish citizens’ migration has been focusing on a couple of 
themes;  
 
1.2.1. Economic Dimension of Migration: 
 
One of the major themes of migration studies involving Turkish citizens 
revolves around the money issues. The flow of remittances and their impact to 
the Turkish economy; how much of the remittances flew to Turkey, its waves 
and the changes in time have been focused on by mostly economists (van 
Dalen HP, Groenewold G, Fokkema  and et.a., 2005; Aydas OT and et.al, 2005; 
Koc I and Onan, 2004,  STRAUBHAAR TI, 1986). The findings suggest that 
strength of the family ties and the country of origins’ economic stability play 
the most significant role in this respect. Rather than the amount of the net 
earnings, these factors play a significant role in   determining the nature and 
the extent of the flow of the migrants earnings to their country of origin. On 
the other hand, it was argued that remittances may not be directly contributing 
to the economy in the form of investments, however Koc and Onan suggest 
that 80 percent of the households, receiving remittances spend that money for 
the daily survival and the upbringing of the youngsters in the family which 
indeed needs to be considered as an investment to the future of these 
generations and countries. 
 
1.2.2. Migrant Population from Turkey as a Liability for Turkey’s EU 
Accession 

 
The second focus in the migration studies of Turkey is the impact of the Turkey 
origined population’s experiences in Europe into Turkey’s accession to the European 
Union process; (Kaya, 2005). This line of research particularly took a new impetus 
when Turkey’s accession process become more real after 2001. McLaren (2007) argues 
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that the hesitancy of the EU countries towards Turkey’s accession may have something 
to do with their experience with the population’s group originating from Turkey and 
their rising group protectiveness motivations. Lejourn (2005) on the other hand 
provides a positive account, by measuring the impact of migration on the rise of 
consumption per capita in Turkey, with Turkey’s  possible accession to EU,  which will 
in turn generate a livelihood in the European economies. 
 
1.2.3. Migrant’s Political Integration to the Host Countries 
 
The third stream of research is on the possible political integration of the  migrants 
from Turkey. Especially, after the 1980’s when the “guest workers” are recognized as 
permanent members of the host societies the question of political integration has been 
studied extensively. (Soysal in Caglar, 1994). The limits of citizenship and the extents 
of the dual citizenship,  political representation and the political organizations of the 
Turkish migrants were studied (Caglar, 2006). Caglar goes further and argues that 
migration scholars need to take into account the spatial and transnational ties that the 
migrant communities are connected in through an empirical research on migrants of 
Mardin and Essen (2007). 
 
1.2.4. Migrant’s Social Integration to the Host Countries 
 
The social integration theme of Turkish origined people to Germany and other 
European Countries analzed through (1) education, (2) family formation processes. 
Migrant children’s adaptability to the new country and the language of the new country 
evaluated as one of the key indicators of the integration to the host society. Brizic 
(2008) points out the “spoken” and “silenced” languages and the costs of the migration 
to the families in general, to the children in particular. For the formation of the family 
lives,  Reniers argues that In Turkey and Morocco, as in most regions of the Muslim 
world, consanguineous or kin marriages have been significant marriage practices, the 
expectations from the modernization, urbanization and geographical mobility seems 
not to be challenged  in these practices.He observes that  kin marriages among the 
migrant communities are cross-border marriages which in turn is linked to the 
migration strategies.  Milewski (2007) looks at the fertility levels of the first and second 
generation migrants and fpoints out that the second generation is more adoptive 
towards lower fertility rates  than their mothers. 
 
1.3. Turkey as a destination country 
 
The third wave of migration that Turkey is experiencing since the 1990s is in 
the form of a destination country. Turkey recognized migration as a 
“problem” that needs to be addressed legally and procedurally since the 
1990’s. (Icduygu, and Koser Akcapar, 2005) The global political changes, the 
end of the cold war, the dissolution of the Soviet Union along with global 
economic changes, increased mobility of people, capital and workplace, and 
the rise of the service sector created an atmosphere where the movements of 
bodies are much more possible. In the 2001-2006 time period, Turkey received 
385,000 undocumented migrants (illegal entry and overstays together), 21,000 
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asylum seekers (from Afghanistan, Iran and Iraq), 942,000 applications for 
residence permit (for work, study and other purposes). Therefore, Turkey does 
not only have a sending country status, but a receiving country status in the 
1990s and 2000s. (Icduygu, 2008) 
 
Nevertheless, all these trends together created extremely complex patterns of 
migration for both people from Turkey, i.e. migrant workers; and also for 
people migrating to Turkey. The interactions and encounters in between 
people from Turkey and the others demand careful analysis.  
 
These complex patterns of migration need to acknowledge certain factors that 
are critical in this process; (1) the change in the job markets both in receiving 
and sending countries, (2) the change in the transportation and communication 
technologies, (3) the change in the women’s consciousness through education 
and the feminist movement by seeing their capacities as more mobile than 
before. 
 
   
2. Review of Research Literature 
 

The research on gender and migration in Turkey has moved from more descriptive 
studies of who moved where and how they got integrated or why they didn’t get 
integrated, focusing mostly on the European experiences, towards understanding the 
complexity of the process more within the transnational movement and its 
complexities.(Caglar, 2007) As a result, there needs to be two main axes of research 
(1) about people from Turkey and their transnational activities and relations, and (2) 
about people who migrate to Turkey and their transnational activities and relations. 
As a matter of fact, migration studies responded to this new phenomenon by trying to 
invent new concepts such as “circular migration”, referring to temporary migration, i.e. 
migrants moving from their hometowns with an intention to return in a short period of 
time. Although researchers argue that migration itself has always had a circular notion, 
since the migrant almost always has a plan for returning to his/her homeland at some 
point in his/her life, the new reality needs further conceptualization. (Icduygu, CARIM 
notes 2008/10…) 
It is important to note that neither Icduygu nor official statistics segregate                               
their data by gender. However, the assumption that the people migrating for 
work purposes are mostly women is evident in their rhetoric.  Icduygu and 
Koser-Akcapar (2005) classified the irregular migration in Turkey in a rather 
linear and judgmental manner in four stages; “fertilization”, “maturation”, 
“saturation” and “degeneration” periods, referring to trafficking as the 
“degeneration”. This analysis is not only moralistic but also linear in nature and 
not adequate enough to encompass the complexity of the process. 
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Indeed, the research on international migration, in general, is looking at the nature and 
content of the interactions that are taking place in the contemporary world, rather than 
the length or the movement directions. In that respect, there is a growing literature 
agreeing to the fact that we can safely talk about the feminization of migration in 
the 21th century. This new inclination makes women the major breadwinners of their 
households and yet, most of the time, allocates them to gendered jobs like housework, 
elderly and childcare and work in the entertainment sector and the sex industry. 
(Engle, 2004) 
The nature of these kinds of work, where women are ghettoized in the international 
division of labor serves both national, international and local reactions and prejudices. 
(Engle, 2004)  Because of the nature of the women’s work in the informal sector, 
women lack labor law protections in many parts of the world, including Turkey. 
(Cindoglu, 2003)  It has been argued that more women are moving now than ever 
before. (Engle, 2004) But it is not only the quantity of women moving around the 
world that is important, rather, the nature of the relationships and economic activities 
that they are involved in requires a different perspective to this new phenomenon 
called feminization of migration (Engle 2004). It is globally argued that the change 
in the nature of the industries, flexible work conditions, untenured jobs, growth of the 
service industries, particularly hospitality, entertainment and child care and elderly and 
sick care management industries welcome women workers and contribute to the 
feminization of migration (Engle, 2004) Female labor migration needs a careful, 
unjudgmental perspective in order to take into account the unfamiliar forms of 
domination and integration.  
Overall, it is argued that modern female labor migration can be characterized by the 
three D’s: dirty, demeaning and dangerous jobs (Engle 2004: 23), which can be 
considered relevant for female migration to Turkey, where migrant women workers are 
categorized as either domestic workers (child care, elderly care givers) or entertainers 
(sex workers or dancers), or traders (suitcase traders). 
 
2.1. Research on Migrant Domestic Workers 

One of the pioneering works on foreign domestic workers was produced by Weyland 
(1994), who looked at Pilipino domestic workers in Istanbul, their work strategies and 
support mechanisms. Besides this, there are three other major Master’s theses written 
on migrant domestic workers in Turkey, by Ege (2002), Celik (2005) and Unal (2006), 
documenting the migrant domestic workers situation in depth, utilizing qualitative 
research techniques. 
Ege’s research was conducted in Ankara on “Foreign Domestic Workers in Turkey”, 
Celik’s thesis is on “Immigrant Domestic Women Workers in Ankara and Istanbul”; 
both of these works focus on the descriptive nature of the domestic workers by looking 
at the structural relationship between the Turkish economy and the labor market. 
However, the last one, Unal’s work, is more focused on the interactive perspective 
between the domestic workers and the employers, focusing on their identity and status 
construction process.  
In Turkey, middle class women have always employed domestic helpers from the rural 
migrant women, in the last half of the 20th century. Earlier, local notables and the well-
off bureaucratic elite always utilized young domestic workers, called “evlatlik” (Ozbay, 
2001). Mostly the lack of state support in childcare and elderly care created a demand 
for domestic help. Professional women or women with monthly salaries and well-off 
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women often employed domestic help in the contemporary Turkey. The nature and the 
dynamics of these relationships between the laborers and the housewives have been 
explored elsewhere (Bora 2005 , Kalaycioglu 2000, Ozyegin 2001).  
However, with the entrance of women migrants from the former Soviet Union into the 
domestic live-in-help market, salaries competed with the local women domestic 
workers. Not only did they demand much less pay than the local women, they also 
provided better quality services, coming from better educated backgrounds in their 
home countries. In the end, the local women domestic workers continued working as 
live-out maids, coming to the well off households only for “cleaning”. The Moldavian, 
Russian, Azerbaijani migrant women worked as live-in caregivers, both for the children 
and the elderly, in households where the women of the house are either working full 
time or prefer to purchase these quality services(Akalin, 2007) In her research, Akalin 
(2007) discusses the role tensions that these new migrant women experience in 
middle-class Turkish households. Due to their more educated background, the women 
of the house expect them to fulfill much more than they bargained for, in a sense they 
expect them to act as a “housewife” not a caregiver of the house. Nevertheless, there 
are symbolic boundaries that the housewife of the house sets to limit migrant women’s 
status in the household, like allocating cooking and heavy house cleaning in order to 
distinguish herself from the help. The middle class background of the migrant women 
makes these strategies significant; otherwise there would be a clear tension in between 
the help and the housewife over the management and power relations in the 
household. Akalin elaborates very clearly that the migrant women and their employees 
feel as if they are sisters and collaborates on the new job definition of maid and 
employee, as if it is a temporary situation and shall be eliminated in the near future, 
when the migrant women return home. 
Celik’s (2005) work focuses on the relationship between the global economy and the 
labor market by looking at the migrant domestic workers in Turkey. The main focus of 
the research is to investigate how living and working conditions in Turkey are being 
shaped by illegal migrants and workers with illegal status, by looking at the lack of 
legal agreements and legal frameworks on the matter.   
Unal’s work (2006) also focuses on the same group of migrant domestic workers with a 
different research question; she argues that Moldavian women reconstitute resisting 
subjectivities through dismantling and redefining meanings of “ideal” womanhood in 
relation to multiple affiliations and practices in a transnational field, i.e. Istanbul, as a 
result of transmigrancy. In this “journey”, she concludes, Moldavian migrant women 
redefine womanhood, motherhood, intimacy, sexuality and housekeeping vis- a-vis 
their employers.  
Regarding the general literature on women’s migration, certain ethnographic studies 
provide important insights into these issues. Gloria Gonzales Lopes published her PhD 
dissertation on Mexican immigrants, called “Erotic Journeys: Mexican Immigrants and 
Their Sex Lives”, where she argues that the migration journeys of Mexicans to the USA 
also bring new experiences to their intimate lives which are much different than what 
they live in their hometowns, including different approaches towards virginity, 
homosexuality and fidelity (Gonzales-Lopes, 2005). The second book on the very same 
population with a different focus is Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotela’s “Domesica” (2001 and 
2007), where she provides a detailed account of the transnational care work by 
Mexican women in the USA.  Along the same lines, with similar research questions, Pei-
Chia Lan (2006) looks at a different culture; Taiwan and the migrant domestic workers 
from Indonesia and Philippines, analyzing both macro and micro relations that the 
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domestic migrant worker situation brings along.  She argues that “global Cinderellas” 
escape from their poor lives, only to clean for richer households. These studies are 
important in their research methodologies and also for their findings.  These 
researches provide very fruitful methodological and theoretical clues on how to study a 
transnational migration without jeopardizing the gender, ethnicity and social class 
dimensions and their interactions on the research site. 
  
2.2. Research on the Entertainment Industry and Sex Industry     

Research on the entertainment industry is not abundant, however growing in the 
world.  There is a very recent publication which needs to be mentioned, by Elizabeth 
Bernstein, titled Temporarily Yours: Intimacy, Authenticity and the Commerce of Sex  
(2007), where she brilliantly argues the nature of the relationship between state, sex 
workers and clients in San Francisco through the transformation of the intimacy 
discourse in the post industrial era. Bernstein’s work supports the research produced 
by Katherine Frank (2002) on strip club regulars and male desire in a southern town in 
USA. In her book G-Strings and Sympathy: Strip Club Regulars and Male Desire, Frank 
argues the nature of the male desire and sex work in the late industrial era through a 
well written ethnographic book.  Contrary to this perspective where the actors’ 
positions are not judged or taken as a threat to the “social order”,  the research on 
irregular migrants who worked in entertainment industry is mainly limitied to policy 
focus and therefore misses the complexity of the phenomenon.                                    
The research on irregular migrants who work in the entertainment industry in Turkey, 
though, is very limited in number and scope. The reports on gender and migration 
issues regarding the Turkish case (Erder and Kaska, 2003) insinuate that some or most 
women who migrate to Turkey, in the form of transit, irregular or circular migration are 
engaged in the entertainment industry as performers or as sex workers. There are 
basically two research projects: one of these is a research report by the IOM prepared 
by Erder and Kaska (2003) and Icduygu (2008).  In the former report, titled “Irregular 
Migration and Trafficing in Women: The Case of Turkey”, they argue that sex work is a 
significant enterprise for migrant women particularly after the emergence of the 
Independent states from the former USSSR.  In the latter report Icduygu (2007), it has 
been calculated that this particular group of women made up 20 percent of the tourist 
arrivals, and 45 percent of the foreigners who obtained Turkish citizenship were from 
the same group of women (Icduygu 2007: 12).  In both of these researches they  look 
at the phenomenon from the legal and situational point of view, perceived as a social 
problem need to be dealth with further state intervention.  
Selin Arslan (2006) also wrote a Master’s thesis titled “Women Trafficking in Turkey: 
International Cooperation and Intervention”, where she looked at trafficking in Turkey 
in relation to international cooperations and interventions between 2004 and 2006. She 
also treats this issue as a “social problem” (1) by situating Turkey within the 
international trafficking arena, (2) by looking at the societal responses towards 
trafficking, and (3) by looking at the transformations taking place in the Turkish 
context by the support of the IOM Turkey. The field of migrant’s involvement in the 
entertainment industry and sex work needs further research in order to grasp the 
complexity of the phenomenon. 
 
2.3. Research on Trade (Suitcase Trade)  
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Yukseker (2002) published a research on the dynamics of trade and migration in the 
Laleli district of Istanbul which is well-known as a focal district for suitcase traders. 
There are many textile shops and manufactures managed and owned by post-soviet 
people.  The suitcase trade, purchasing low cost textile products from Turkey and 
taking them to their countries along with themselves in their suitcases created an 
informal niche for some people. Yukseker argues that the relationship between 
producers and buyers is blurred particularly because the traders are women, not men, 
as the Turkish producers are used to deal with. Therefore, many encounters indeed 
end up in favor of women, exploiting and using the credits from the stores in return for 
sexual favors, The suitcase traders utilized the weakness of Turkish male shop owners’ 
fantasy of getting engaged with a “Russian women” although mostly on business terms 
and took advantage of their sympathy by asking and obtaining credits. Nevertheless, 
the field of suitcase trade needs further research. 
 
3. Analysis of Research Methodology 

There are three main trends in gender and migration research in Turkey. The first 
trend is to rely upon aggregate secondary data utilizing the TUIK (Turkish Statistical 
Institute) annual reports on migration and tourism. (Icduygu, 2007 and 2008) 
However, as it has been stated over and over, because of the nature of migratory 
practices (either circular or transit migration) it is extremely hard to make an account 
of the existing movements of the people using the existing measurement techniques. 
This limits the analysis of the existing situation. 
The second trend is the policy analysis. There are two major works on trafficking that 
studied how the Turkish state responds to this phenomenon through its policies and 
organs. (Arslan 2006; Erder and Kaska, 2003) 
The third trend utilizes qualitative methods, particularly in-depth interviews.  (Akalin 
2007, Unal 2006, Celik 2005) This type of research allows the reader to understand 
and comprehend the complexity of the situation from the actors’ point of view much 
better. It is worth mentioning that the qualitative research techniques were used only 
with domestic workers not with trafficking or sex workers or entertainment workers. 
Although these approaches are useful, still there is a need for more extensive and 
regular quantitative and qualitative research.  Particularly the lack of intersectional 
research, looking at the migrant-local, local-local relations from a gendered point of 
view, exploring the dynamics of migration through these lenses, is to be noted. 
Another lack is research on sex workers. The research dealing with this issue only 
addresses it from the point of trafficking and the policy processes.(Erder and Kaska, 
2003) The subjectivities of the women working in the sex industry vis-à-vis local men, 
either in the form of sex workers or entertainers, has not been taken into account in all 
this work. 
Another topic that needs to be addressed is intermarriages; there is no research on the 
intermarriages between non-Turkish and Turkish people. 
 It is also important to note that migrant women in Turkey engage in informal sectors; 
domestic work, the entertainment industry and the suitcase trade, which are extremely 
hard to control by the state. On the other hand, because of the fact that they are in 
the informal sector, they lack legal, economic and physical protection by the state and 
are therefore ghettoized in the labor market. (Erder and Kaskam 2003, Yukseker 2002, 
Unal 2006, Celik 2005, Akalin 2007) 
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Looking at the literature in relation to the topics of the GEMIC project, issues such as 
“national identity and media”, “intercultural education”, “religion”, “urban intercultural 
spaces and movements”, “intercultural violence”, “mixed and transnational families” all 
represent under-researched areas. Keeping in mind the nature of the migration 
process, transit or circular, migrants rarely define Turkey as their destination country, 
but rather as a transient period in their lives. Therefore, any social demands regarding 
education or religious practices are either not being proposed/demanded or, otherwise, 
are addressed through existing institutions. In this regard, Istanbul is a good 
destination where there are number of active churches serving to the foreigners or 
Turkish Christians. Urban spaces are only available for the migrant women on Sundays 
where they have a day off from work. As the research suggests, churches serve as a 
meeting place for them on Sundays. Akalin 2007, Unal 2006, Celik 2005). 
Intercultural violence and mixed and transnational families are not addressed in the 
existing research either. Our research team participates in the thematic work packages 
addressing both these areas where women are most vulnerable, i.e. in the private 
sphere.  It is necessary to mention that domestic violence is a newly acknowledged 
phenomenon in Turkey; only in the last decade we openly talk, measure and try to 
provide policies to deal with the issue. (Icduygu 2007, 2008) Therefore, it would be 
very timely to produce a comparative and cross sectional research on the matter. 
On the other hand, the existing literature dealing with the intimate lives of migrant 
women does not address the nature and form of the interactions in the family? The 
marriages are mostly referred to as “phony” marriages, where women are assumed to 
get married to obtain a license for work or become Turkish citizens and be entitled to 
citizenship rights and privileges; an assumption which may or may not reflect the real 
situation. (Icduygu, 2007) Nevertheless, all these prejudices and practices need further 
research, which GEMIC is planning to pursue. 
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