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1. Context Analysis (National Review) 

Any attempt of temporal mapping of migration trends in the Romanian context 
over the last decades of the twentieth century and at the beginning of the twenty-first 
century should take into consideration a turning point in Romanian history, i.e. the 1989 
revolution, which entailed serious societal changes that implicitly affected migration 
patterns as well.   

 

1.1. The Communist Regime’s Attitude towards Migration  
 
Even before 1989, Romania was mainly a migration source, despite the fact that 

Romanian communist authorities adopted restrictive exit policies, severely limiting the 
possibilities of travelling abroad, by holding passports, imposing tiresome procedures of 
approval in order to obtain travel documents. The main explanation, as pointed out by 
István Horváth, was that “it was feared that asylum-seeking by a large number of 
Romanians would discredit the regime and threaten its legitimacy as a functioning 
political system, in the eyes of both foreign governments and remaining citizens.” (2007: 
2) Nonetheless, if permanent (legal or, most of the times, illegal) migration for political 
reasons (Nicolescu and Constantin, 2005: 55) was much ‘feared’ by the oppressive 
Communist regime, legal permanent emigration motivated ethnically was allowed to 
continue at relatively high rates controlled by the state. “Ethnic minorities (Jews, 
Germans and Hungarians) were clearly over-represented among the group of people who 
legally emigrated from Romania during Communist rule. For example, although ethnic 
Germans represented only 1.6% of the population in the 1977 census, they constituted 
44% of the emigrant population between 1975 and 1989.” (Horváth, 2007: 2) The Jews 
were an equally representative category of legal migrants, leaving mainly for Israel and 
the USA (Horváth, 2007: 2 and Baldwin-Edwards, 2005: 2), but the case of the 
Hungarians was slightly different, as most of them chose irregular and illegal migration 
strategies (crossing the green border illegally, staying in Hungary without residence 
permit, etc.), since their migration was not approved by the Romanian authorities. 
(Horváth, 2007: 2)  

 
As for temporary migration, for studying or working abroad, it was equally 

controlled by the state which allowed for it on the basis of inter-governmental 
agreements with other countries (for labour activities, especially countries from the 
Middle East, the Persian Gulf area). (Horváth, 2007: 2 and Nicolescu and Constantin, 
2005: 55) 

 

1.2. Main Emigration Trends after 1989 

1.2.1. Asylum-seeking 
 

The fall of the Communist regime in December 1989 paved the way for the 
liberalization of passport administration and international travel and gradually brought 
about a significant modification of both migration outflows and inflows. Some of the pre-
1989 migration trends continued, of course, to exist. One such case is asylum-seeking. 
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Though considerably decreasing and tending to reach zero level – from 116,000 in the 
early 1990s to below 10,000 in 1996 (Ehnobarometer, 2004: II.2) – the phenomenon of 
asylum-seeking lost most of its political connotations, largely acquiring the status of 
ethnic migration since, as the Ethnobarometer indicates, more than half of the asylum-
seekers who went to Germany (the favourite destination in the early 1990s) were Roma. 
(2004: VII.3 and Baldwin-Edwards, 2005: 10) Over the next years (especially after 2000), 
the destinations of the few asylum-seekers left, whether Romanian or Roma, changed to 
Italy (1.015 cases in 2004) and France (852 case in 2004). (See Baldwin-Edwards, 2005: 
10) Studies of migration are, nonetheless, unanimous in showing disbelief as to the 
genuine nature of these migrants’ asylum-seeking motivations which might simply serve 
as a ‘cover’ mechanism to migration for labour. (Baldwin-Edwards, 2005: 10; Simina, 
2005: 9 and Nicolescu and Constantin, 2005: 56) 
 

1.2.2. Permanent Migration of Ethnic Minorities 
 

Another form of permanent migration which vigorously continued especially in the 
early 1990s (1990-1993) and which is worth elaborating upon is that of the ethnic 
minorities – mainly German and Hungarian. (Roma migrants, as an ethnic group “which 
ended up being neither exchanged, assimilated nor tolerated,” have not always been 
systematically recorded as Roma, hence the scarcity of data available regarding their 
migration. See Baldwin-Edwards, 2006: 6) For example, in 1990, out of the 96,629 
Romanian citizens who migrated legally and settled their permanent residence abroad, 
60,072 were Germans and 11,040 Hungarians. (Institutul Naţional de Statistică – 
Romanian National Institute of Statistics, 2006: 2.30) Ethnic minorities’ migration flows 
continued decreasingly until the early 2000s, until more or less ceasing (e.g. in 2005: 
Germans – 93, Hungarians – 460, Jews – 48) The consequences were immediately seen: 
sometimes almost whole Transylvanian villages, previously inhabited by Germans 
(Saxons), were depopulated; as for the Hungarian population, the 2002 census showed 
that their presence was reduced to under 1.5 million (i.e. 6.6% of the total population) 
and that they were located almost exclusively in Transylvania (Ethnobarometer, 2004: 
IV.4 and Baldwin-Edwards, 2006: 6) 

 

1.2.3. Other Permanent Migration Flows 
 
Other, though perhaps less numerous, migration flows aimed at legal permanent 

migration, and continuing more or less moderately until nowadays, resulted from: 
 

- special programmes, like the USA visa lottery and not only, which stimulated 
emigration of persons holding qualifications that are scarce in the receiving 
country (since EU countries did not encourage this type of programmes, 
Romanian citizens who intended to permanently migrate would head for Canada, 
the USA, Australia and New Zeeland). (Nicolescu and Constantin, 2005: 56; 
Simina, 2005: 9) 

- marrying a citizen from a EU country and changing the place of residence to 
the country of the spouse (Nicolescu and Constantin, 2005: 56; Simina, 2005: 9). 
That might account for the fact that, as emigration balance sheets indicate, most 
emigrants who settled their permanent residence abroad are women (recording 
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the highest rates in the early 1990s but anyway decreasing in trend – though still 
superior in number to men – until 2005). (see Institutul Naţional de Statistică – 
Romanian National Institute of Statistics, 2006: 2.29) 

 

1.2.4. Emigration for Studies 
 

A special category that seems to be ‘trapped’ between temporary and permanent 
legal migration is that of the students who go to European Union countries (but also to 
the USA or Canada) for study. As previously mentioned, emigration for study is a tradition 
for the best prepared Romanian students. Due to their higher qualification, more and 
more Romanian students could be found in famous European and American universities. 
Romanian universities have become part of the European educational framework, taking 
advantage of the mobility and exchange programmes (namely Tempus, Leonardo, 
Erasmus/Socrates or Erasmus Mundus) and they maintain a strong contact with American 
universities (see the Fulbright programmes). Romanian students enjoy the opportunities 
offered by the ECTS system, migrating on temporary basis to study in the European/ 
American universities and they sometimes decide to eventually settle abroad instead of 
returning to their country of origin. (Simina, 2005: 12 and Nicolescu and Constantin, 
2005: 56) 

 
Such migration trends resulted in the permanent emigration from Romania, 

between 1990-1999, of mainly high education graduates (up to 28% in 2001), under the 
age of 18, migrating to the USA and Canada, but also to European countries like 
Germany (“main loss of Romanian skills was through ethnic German migration, which has 
largely discontinued.” Baldwin-Edwards, 2005: 13)  
 

1.2.5. (Il)legal Labour Migration 
 

Yet, as Nicolescu and Constantin underline, after 1989, the main reasons behind 
migration have shifted to economic ones. (2005: 55) Almost unknown before 1989 (with 
few exceptions mentioned above), labour migration has become the main form of out-
migration of the Romanians, and it has evolved between permanent and temporary, legal 
and illegal limits. According to Simina, “Romanian labour migration abroad began in 1990 
with the so-called ‘trade by suitcase’ to Turkey, Poland, Hungary, Yugoslavia and even 
the Republic of Moldova, and continued with workers travelling to Israel and Germany. In 
such cases, nationals of one country, people from different categories, purchased goods 
cheaply in one country or traded small things for other merchandise that could be re-
sold, transporting them in small quantities across the border to sell them at a higher price 
on the Romanian market.” (2005: 8) The period 1990-1993, even up to 1995, according 
to Horváth (2007: 3), or 1996 (in Baldwin-Edwards, 2005: 2), also witnessed the slow 
growth of illegal migration caused by the difficult process of transition on the economic 
level that resulted in millions of people losing their jobs (the number of jobs declined by 
half), hence seeking economic gain abroad. Over this period, the favourite countries of 
destination for the illegal migrant flows were Germany, France, Israel and, to some 
extent, Turkey (the latter was preferred by people working in agriculture and construction 
sectors). But as Germany increased control over migrants and the Israel market became 
less attractive, because of the restrictions imposed by the government, Romanians 
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changed the destinations for migration; it seems that, during the so-called second phase 
of labour out-migration, i.e. 1996-2002, the destinations preferred by the Romanian 
illegal emigrants became Italy and Spain. (Simina, 2005: 8) Throughout this second 
phase, and especially after 1999, illegal circular migration gradually emerged.  

 
There were, of course, certain (though rather scarce) opportunities for temporary 

legal labour migration offered by bilateral agreements. Provided by formal institutions of 
the state, chief among which the Office for Labour Migration (Oficiul pentru Migraţia 
Forţei de Muncă) created in 2002 (Sandu et. al., 2004: 10-11), bilateral recruitment 
treaties were signed with Germany (1990, 1993, 1999), Spain (2002), Portugal (2001) 
and, less importantly, with Switzerland (1999), Hungary (2000) and Luxembourg (2001). 
(Diminescu 2004:66-67 and Baldwin-Edwards, 2005: 5) In 2002, 35,000 Romanians 
temporarily migrated for work in EU countries through the Office for Labour Force 
Migration (Constantin et. al, 2004: 24), the number of legal temporary migrants 
increasing to 43,189 people in 2003 and, respectively, 97,500 in 2004. (Sandu et al., 
2004: 10) (After Romania became an EU member state, the Office for Labour Migration 
was dissolved and its functions have been taken up by Agenţia Naţională pentru 
Ocuparea Forţei de Muncă – The National Agency for Employment, according to the 
Government Ordinance published by the Official Gazette of Romania, no. 427/ 
27.06.2007. – see also http://www.anofm.ro/).  

 
Much recruitment has been done by private agencies as well (and this is still a 

common practice), particularly for the countries without bilateral treaties, but since there 
is no centralized data base in this respect (or if any, available only from foreign 
embassies in Bucharest), it is hard to say how many people chose to migrate this way. 
What we can say is that, on a scale of the favourite destinations of legal temporary 
labour migration, the top positions seem to have been held by Germany, Italy, Spain and 
Sweden (up to 2003 at least). (Baldwin-Edwards, 2005: 6)  

 
NGOs, like IOM (International Organisation for Migration) also got involved in 

trying to encourage legal temporary labour migration and to warn about the dangers of 
illegal migration. (Baldwin-Edwards, 2005: 6) But despite all these efforts, legal 
recruitments continued – at least up to 2007 – to take a second place to illegal work/ 
migration to Southern Europe and elsewhere.  

 
The year 2002 was another cornerstone for Romanian labour force migration. The 

elimination of the Schengen visa requirement promoted a rapid growth in circular 
migration. Some Romanian workers/ tourists/ even students preferred to leave legally the 
country but to stay illegally in the EU country of their destination after the legal stay 
period of three months expired, in order to work on the black market. (Nicolescu and 
Constantin, 2005: 57 and Simina, 2005: 10) If seized and sent home by the authorities of 
the EU countries where they migrated, they were prohibited by the Romanian authorities 
to travel abroad; yet, that was not always an impediment for those who wanted to return 
illegally to the Schengen countries and they tried to use forged Romanian passports 
(replacing the photograph), stolen passports (passing themselves for other persons), fake 
Irish, Hungarian or Georgian passports or residence cards to cross the Romanian borders. 
(See the Official Report on Migration and Asylum in Romania, 2006: 23) 
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Other workers returned to Romania after the legal three-month stay in a EU 
country and waited for the legal interval of three more months before they could leave 
again for work abroad. During this three-month period, other emigrants, more often than 
not friends or relatives, replaced them at work. Thus, through such migratory networks, 
those who wanted to temporarily migrate abroad received help and support from 
previous migrants. As, for instance, the written press rightfully recorded, the well-
organised social networks of Romanians in Spain (to give but one example) were based 
on “a system of recommendation”, i.e. a Spanish employer would hire mostly workers 
recommended by those who had already worked for them and proved hard-working. 
Thus, Romanian workers could bring to Spain their relatives, friends and acquaintances, 
and even their friends’ acquaintances, ensuring them, at least temporarily, employment 
and accommodation. The consequences of this “recommendation system” were not 
always positive in the sense that it denied access to the network to Roma Romanians (as 
not all Romanian workers would accept to work together with them), on the one hand, 
while, on the other hand, it often encouraged the exploitation of the new-coming workers 
by their own fellow-Romanians who played the parts of the intermediaries and who often 
required, in exchange for procuring employment, a charge of 40-50% of the daily salary 
per worker, hence a certain feeling of mistrust among the Romanian diaspora. (Mavrodin, 
2008: 12)  

 
All in all, given the constant ‘change of places’, this “carefully-choreographed 

‘pass the job’ dance” (Baldwin-Edwards, 2005: 2) made it very difficult to produce an 
estimation of the documented and undocumented migrants. In time, four international 
migrations trends have been established: 

- Italy – Spain – Portugal; 
- Germany – Austria – Hungary; 
- France – Belgium – the UK; 
- the USA – Australia – Canada. (Cojocaru et al., 2006: 5) 
 

Since the first mentioned countries increasingly became favourite destinations for 
Romanian migrants, Romanian diasporas in Italy and Spain could be said to be the 
largest (perhaps also due to the permissive legislation, close cultural relationships and the 
languages that the Romanians can learn easily). In specific terms, that is, however, 
difficult to quantify. In Spain, the immigrant regularisation in 2005 legalised some 
110,000 Romanians, thus the number of Romanians with residence permits rising to 
175,000, while in Italy, regularisation revealed 143,000 Romanian applicants (the leading 
foreign nationality in the legalisation programme, 20% of the total amount of applicants) 
in 2003, and 249,000 Romanians in 2005. (Baldwin-Edwards, 2005: 4) More recent data 
from the Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and from the Office for Labour Force 
Migration indicate between 240,000 and 300,000 Romanian workers in Italy. The real 
figures seem, nonetheless, to surpass by far the limits of approximately 500,000 
Romanian migrant workers, most of whom have only recently received legal status. 
Simina reports figures from the Romanian authorities of 1.4 million Romanians working in 
Spain and Italy altogether (more than half of which are undocumented migrants), out of 
whom almost 1 million Romanians work only in Italy (whether legally or illegally); the 
Italian authorities estimate even more, i.e. about 1.5-2.5 millions of Romanians (2005: 13 
and Baldwin-Edwards, 2005: 4) “This flawed interpretation of information arises from 
imposing a traditional view of migration on the complex and ever-changing realities of the 
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well-choreographed circular migration patterns of many central-east European countries.” 
(Baldwin-Edwards, 2005: 4) 
 

1.2.6. The ‘Profile’ of the Romanian Migrant (in terms of age, geographical 
area, education, religion, and gender differences) 

 
 At this point, it is perhaps worth mentioning that much research of Romanian 
labour force emigration is focused on identifying the mechanisms of this socio-cultural 
phenomenon and, in so doing, it takes into consideration several criteria like age, the 
geographical area the migrants come from, education, religion and, last but not least, 
gender differences.  
 

Thus, in terms of age, the figures advanced by the Romanian Institute of 
Statistics for the period 1990-2006 indicate that the most prone to migrate and even to 
settle eventually abroad are people aged 26 to 40, closely followed by those not even of 
age yet (under 18) and those aged 18 to 25. (2006: 2.29) So, one feature of the 
Romanian migrant profile is youth, which is equally confirmed by the World Bank report, 
according to which 88% of the Romanian young generation (15-24 years old) would 
emigrate temporarily to make a better living abroad (subjects of circular migration), and 
at least 20% of them would even permanently settle in the destination country. (See 
Popescu, 2006: par. 1)  

 
According to the Romanian Institute of Statistics, the centre of the country 

(Transylvania) and Moldavia would hold the leading places as source migration regions, 
closely followed by Bucharest and its neighbourhood, and then in decreasing order by the 
counties in the North-West and the West of the country, the South-East and finally the 
South (Muntenia) and the South-West (Oltenia). (2006: 2.43) Recent studies of migration 
flows have underlined a certain connection between the source migration region and the 
migration destination which tends to shape labour migration trends as follows: Moldavia, 
one of the poorest and most rural regions of Romania, seems to have provided the 
largest migration flow (especially between 2002 and 2006), with a preference for Italy as 
a migration target (Simina, 2005: 7, Dana Cornelia Niţulescu and Alina Oancea, 2007: 13-
14); Transylvania and Muntenia, on the other hand, are sources of migration for workers 
who seem to prefer Spain as their destination. (Dana Cornelia Niţulescu and Alina 
Oancea, 2007: 13-14) Last but not least, it is interesting to remark that an increasing 
number of migrants have shifted lately in their preference for a certain migration target 
to the United Kingdom. (Dana Cornelia Niţulescu and Alina Oancea, 2007: 13-14, Alina 
Bădălan Turcitu, 2008: par. 1, 4) Under the circumstances, the profile of the Romanian 
migrant might not be easy to outline: statistics (at least up to 2006) indicate intense 
migration from the poor and rural regions, such as Moldavia, while certain studies 
suggest that the profile of the Romanian migrant could be said to fit rather the workers 
from the big cities, here including the capital Bucharest (though the villages’ migration 
potential is not to be ignored either). (Nicolescu and Constantin, 2005: 60) The apparent 
contradiction might find its explanation in the gradual development of new migration 
trends, according to the age, the source migration region and the education of the 
migrants. The researchers who have suggested that the profile of the Romanian migrant 
is rather defined by the urban origin have probably relied in their assessments on the fact 
that, though migration from rural areas continues at a certain significant pace, the 
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definitely increasing trend in labour migration is provided by youth from towns, 
sometimes even employed and therefore having a source of revenue, who decide to 
migrate either with the hope of finding better-paid jobs or to simply get away from an 
economic and political system that still cannot offer them stability, chances to be fairly 
promoted and financial prosperity. (See Alina Bădălan Turcitu, 2008) But in the latter 
case especially, education is a crucial factor.    

 
So, education is another criterion that surfaces in many research papers as 

intrinsically related to types of migration – permanent/ temporary – and to migration 
flows. Thus, as previously mentioned, in the 1990s, highly qualified labour force (having 
attended higher education programmes at different levels), with competences in domains 
like sciences, humanities, high-technologies, tended to migrate permanently mainly to 
countries for which the educational level was an important selection criterion (like the 
USA and Canada). Anyway, it is an already known fact that many of the Romanians who 
obtain great results in foreign (European and / or American) universities are sometimes 
offered the chance of having access to very good jobs in the domains of their training in 
the country where they studied or elsewhere abroad, hence they settle permanently 
there. As for temporary migration, it seems to be mainly related to medium (secondary 
and vocational schools) and low levels of qualification of the migrants so that:  

 
- Romanians of medium level education, dissatisfied with their living conditions, 

performing semi-skilled or skilled work would choose to work in such fields as 
construction (in Germany), health (nurses in Italy, the USA, Canada and 
Switzerland), hotels and restaurants, food, beverage and tobacco industry (on the 
Western market irrespective of the country); 

- Romanians performing semi-skilled to completely unskilled work would choose to 
work in agriculture, sanitation, cleaning and caring, and the construction sector 
(in Spain, Portugal and Greece). (See Simina, 2005: 13 and Protecţie Drepturi 
Lucrători. Agenţia Naţională pentru Ocuparea Forţei de Muncă/ Protecting 
Workers’ Rights. The National Agency for Employment, 2007: 
http://www.muncainstrainatate.anofm.ro/popula-ia-rom-niei-efectele-emigra-iei-
n-scop-de-munc)  

  
However, as already hinted above, over the last couple of years, the tide of the 
Romanian graduates of higher education programmes (physicians, for instance), usually 
not married and who temporarily migrate out of dissatisfaction with the possibilities 
offered by the Romanian system, seems to be rising significantly as well (with the UK as 
one of the favourite destinations). (In this case, it is very likely that, once they have 
found abroad a job according to their training and expectations, the migrants would no 
longer return to Romania, thus initially temporary migration being replaced by permanent 
migration. See Dana Cornelia Niţulescu and Alina Oancea, 2007: 13-14, Alina Bădălan 
Turcitu, 2008) 
    

According Nicolescu and Constantin, religion and belonging to an ethnic minority 
should not be ignored either, as “the minority ethnical or religious groups show a higher 
mobility level than the one of the majority Orthodox Romanian population”. (Nicolescu 
and Constantin, 2005: 60, but also Sandu, 2000; Diminescu and Lăzăroiu, 2002) 
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Finally, though not always thoroughly expanded upon, the criterion of gender 
differences is more or less directly addressed in most academic and research studies (and 
not only). First of all, women’s motivations in migrating are different from men’s and that 
seems to be related to the traditional patriarchal pattern that dominates the Romanian 
society. Thus, as Cojocaru et al. point out, whereas men migrate especially for financial 
reasons, women choose to migrate for personal domestic reasons mainly related to their 
family. (2006: 10) Though most of the studies describe the profile of the Romanian 
migrant as young male aged under 40, as some of the researchers remark, the difference 
in number between the Romanian male and female migrants is not as prominent as in 
the case of other nations. In fact, though the dominant representation of the migrant in 
the research literature is male, there seems to be, to some extent, a growing tendency 
(rather obliquely acknowledged) towards the feminisation of Romanian out-migration as 
the outflows to certain destination countries prove: “the specific of ‘Romanian labour 
market’ in Italy is the high share of women (almost 50%) and couples within the number 
of Romanian workers, due to the fact that, besides the family reintegration, there is a 
large demand on the informal market of domestic jobs.” (Simina, 2005: 14, Constantin et 
al., 2004: 51 and Sufaru, 2004: 76) Actually, there are sources which acknowledge the 
fact that there is a certain pattern of distribution of male and female workers in relation 
to the nature of the labour domains they are employed in: thus, men work mainly in 
construction, while women are involved in domestic activities (housecleaning, caring, 
babysitting, etc.) as well as in tourism (hotels, restaurants). (See Mavrodin, 2008:12) 
Statistical data also provide some support to this idea of feminisation of Romanian out-
migration. On the one hand, statistics advanced by the Romanian Institute of Statistics 
indicate that up to 2005, among the Romanian citizens who settled their permanent 
residence abroad, women were almost always more numerous than men (though the 
trend was equally decreasing, which proved that women, like men, seemed to 
increasingly prefer temporary circulatory migration). (2006: 2.29 and 2.43) Furthermore, 
out of the millions of Romanians working abroad, almost two thirds are women, 50 % 
having an upper secondary diploma and 17 % a tertiary degree. (Migration in Brief: 
Europe, www.unfpa.org/swp/2006/presskit/docs/factsheet_europe.doc) On the other 
hand, when it comes to the intention of migrating, Romania shows the highest proportion 
of women wishing to migrate, at 4.2% compared with AC (10) of 2.7%. (Baldwin-
Edwards, 2005: 14 and Dana Cornelia Niţulescu and Alina Oancea, 2007: 15) Even one of 
the most worrying consequences of migration, i.e. child abandonment (to be 
subsequently referred to), is indissolubly connected with a gendered representation of 
Romanian migration.   

1.2.7. Consequences of Out-migration 
 

The diverse out-migration patterns described so far as characterising the 
Romanian context have entailed equally varied consequences, whether positive or 
negative. On the positive side, one could mention: 

 
- for the ethnic minorities (Germans, Hungarians, Jews) who migrated especially in 

the 1990s, aside for the improvement of their financial status resulting from their 
being employed in more developed economic systems, reference should be made 
to their regaining thus their sense of national identity as they rediscovered, by 
displacement, their cultural roots; 
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- for the Romanian students, leaving for studies abroad (whether in European or 
American universities) means a chance of having direct access to a varied range 
of academic approaches to different study fields from which they could benefit by 
acquiring more working, but also life experience. The knowledge and experience 
thus gained could be put to good use upon their return to Romania (brain 
circulation - Baldwin-Edwards, 2005: 16) 

- for the Romanian economy, the benefits of out-migration reside in the reduction 
of social pressures by maintaining lower rates of unemployment, in the acquiring 
of better work skills and knowledge by Romanian workers who, upon their return, 
might use them to increase the quality of work in different economic fields, and 
last, but not at all the least, in the improvement of the living standards owing to 
the substantial remittances the migrant workers send home. (See Lianos, 2005: 2 
and Cojocaru et al, 2006: 5) According to official records, the actual level of 
recorded remittances has constantly increased: if in 2002, the volume of 
remittances was estimated to be approximately USD 1.5-2 billion, in 2006 the 
National Bank of Romania reported the record amount of EUR 4.8-5.3 billion. 
(Horváth, 2007: 7) The amount of remittances was to further increase in 2007, as 
reported by the World Bank, to USD 6.8 billion (i.e. 5% of Romania’s gross 
domestic product GDP). The money sent home by the Romanian migrants 
supplements the small wages and pensions of their family members at home, 
helping them improve their living conditions, have access to adequate health 
services and to proper education. (Mavrodin, 2008: 13) 

- for the Romanian migrants’ countries of destination, there are also advantages to 
be taken into account, namely: providing labour force for the fields of 
employment facing great difficulties in finding personnel (in agriculture, 
construction and associated businesses, all sorts of – hotel, restaurant, 
commercial – services, as well as social care) and even contributing to economic 
development, since many Romanians, especially those who settled permanently 
their residence in a foreign country, invest their money in prosperous private 
businesses. (see Radu, 2008: 12) 

 
On the negative side, there are many shortcomings of migration that need to be 
elaborated upon: 
 

- it is true that both students and workers are given the chance of improving their 
knowledge and skills abroad, but, since many of them settle there permanently, 
there is no real benefit for Romanian economy. Furthermore, as many studies 
point out, circulatory migration has caused a large part of Romania’s skilled 
labour force and professionals to migrate, the result being the so-called (youth) 
brain drain (see Baldwin-Edwards, 2005: 16) and skilled labour shortage on the 
Romanian market slowing the country’s economic growth. According to the Talent 
Shortage Survey 2008: Global results, in Romania, as many as 73% of employers 
say they have difficulties in filling available positions, compared to 12% in the UK, 
18% in Italy, 26% in Belgium, 31% in France, 34% in Germany, 47% in Greece 
and 49% in Poland. In order to tackle the crisis, the Romanian government is 
encouraging repatriation, while trying to attract workers from outside the EU to 
fill gaps in the labour market (encouraging thus immigration, to be later on 
discussed). (http://www.euractiv.com/en/socialeurope/romania-skilled-labour-
shortage-highest-worldwide/article-171920)  
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- “The human capital (learning new production techniques, new languages, etc.) 
that migrants acquire in the country of destination may be very small. Many 
migrants are employed in Agriculture, in Construction and in Services (Hotels, 
restaurants, etc.) where no additional human capital is acquired. The opposite 
may also happen, namely migrants are often misemployed and they may lose 
part of their human capital instead of acquiring new one.” (Lianos, 2005: 2) 

- Remittances may have a negative effect too. Many Romanian researchers point to 
the fact that the largest amounts of the remittances are used for consumption 
and not for productive purposes: many Romanians use the money earned abroad 
to buy expensive cars, properties, and to build large houses, but few invest their 
money in profitable businesses. (See Cojocaru et al, 2006: 6). Besides, 
“remittances may create negative work incentives, in the sense that as long as 
remittances are flowing in, there is less pressure for work in the labour market. In 
addition, one may mention that a substantial flow of remittances may appreciate 
the domestic currency and thus reduce export and increase imports.” (Lianos, 
2005: 2) 

- Depopulation is also one of the effects of migration: it happened in the early 
1990s when the Germans, especially, migrated to the west, leaving entire 
Transylvanian villages deserted and it still happens as the positive – in financial 
terms –results of work abroad have become more obvious, inducing many people 
from the rural areas to leave abroad in search for a good job. (Cojocaru et al, 
2006: 6). 

- Some of the most painful negative consequences of migration are related to 
family life. Tense relationships between spouses, caused by the stay abroad of 
one of them, often result in divorce. But those who suffer the most are the 
children: at the present moment, according to a UNICEF study, there are about 
350,000 Romanian children raised by just one parent or by the grandparents/ 
relatives (when both parents are working abroad); half of them are under 10 
years old and most of them from the rural areas. (in Stănescu, 2008: 2) Whether 
completely abandoned or occasionally visited and financially supported by their 
parents, numerous children start suffering from depression, having school and 
social integration problems, drinking, smoking, taking drugs, or even end up 
committing suicide (though such cases are rather isolated). (Cojocaru et al, 2006: 
6 and Mavrodin, 2008: 13) Though sociological studies of this impact of migration 
on family life usually try to adopt a “politically correct” perspective, from the point 
of view of gender relations, dealing in general terms with the consequences of 
child abandonment by the parent, whatever the parent’s sex, there are 
researchers who would not ignore the impact of gendering migration on family 
life. Thus, Cojocaru et al. underline the consequences of the feminisation of 
migration for the power-relations within the Romanian family, drawing the 
attention to the different impact of the absence of the father and of the mother: 
if the migrant parent is the father, lack of fatherly authority results in deviant 
behaviour in relation to the environment, poor school results, even joining 
juvenile delinquency groups; if the migrant parent is the mother, the 
consequences are felt on the level of domestic activities, child care and emotional 
attachment. The mother’s role is taken up by the father or by the first-born 
daughter who must take care of the household and of the younger children (if 
any). (2006: 48-50) 
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- Last but not least, temporary illegal migration favours trafficking in human beings 
(for prostitution or labour services) – women being, more often than not, its 
victims – , corruption (see the above mentioned “system of recommendation”) 
and increased criminality.  

 

1.3. Romania as a Transit Space for Migration 
 

The last mentioned consequence relates somehow to Romania’s status as a 
transit space for migration as well. Two different dimensions of migration should be 
considered in this respect: 

 
1. During the 1990s, Romania became both a source and a transit country (for 

persons originating from the Republic of Moldova, Ukraine and Russia) of human 
trafficking, with victims (including children) being trafficked to numerous countries 
of destination (22) in the Balkan states as well as in the Schengen area, primary 
destinations being Italy (30% in 2004) and Spain (15% in 2004). (Horváth, 2007: 
7 and Baldwin-Edwards, 2005: 9) In 2002, the International Organisation for 
Migration estimated that as many as 20,000 women were trafficked from Romania 
each year; according to some estimates, 10-15% of them were minors. Most of 
the victims were trafficked for sexual exploitation (85%), labour in domestic work, 
agriculture or (entertainment) industry (10%), and begging and petty crime (4%). 
All the victims trafficked for sexual exploitation were female, though there are also 
reports of underage male victims being trafficked for the same purpose. (Baldwin-
Edwards, 2005: 9 and 2006: 7-8)  

 
Addressing human trafficking mainly as a moral problem and/or a 

problem of organised crime, many international organisations urged the 
Romanian government to take measures that would diminish trafficking flows. In 
this context, to prevent and combat trafficking in human beings from and through 
Romania, Romanian authorities tried to efficiently implement a number of policies 
related to trafficking either in children (particularly focused on since 2003, hence 
the government presenting a Draft National Plan of Action for Preventing and 
Combating Trafficking with Children at the beginning of 2004) or in women. In 
the latter case, besides the enforcement of existing regulations, special 
institutions were set up to assist victims, including centres that underage victims 
of trafficking can return to and centres where adult victims of trafficking can 
receive counselling. But as international reports seem to suggest, in spite of the 
progress made at the legislative level, Romania remains a source and transit 
country primarily for women and girls trafficked from The Republic of Moldova 
and Ukraine to Bosnia, Serbia, Macedonia, Kosovo, Albania, Greece, Italy and 
Turkey for the purpose of sexual exploitation. (Horváth, 2007: 7) 
 

2. Romania counts as a transit country for many asylum applicants due to its 
geographical location on the European Union’s eastern border and due to its 
position at a crossroad between the north-south migration axis (African countries 
being significant places of origin) and the east-west route (Far East, Middle East 
and former Soviet Union as main sources). But as the Romanian economy is still 
little attractive to economic migrants, most of these groups just adjourn on their 
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way toward the economically more developed west side of Europe. Though the 
number of cases of the kind seems to be in constant decrease owing to 
reinforced control at the Romanian borders, illegal migration through Romania 
towards Western Europe along two “axes” – Afghanistan-Iran-Iraq-Turkey-
Bulgaria-Romania and Afghanistan-Iran-Iraq-Turkey-Bulgaria-Serbia-Croatia 
(sometimes involving even further starting points such as China and India) – 
continues at a moderate pace. There are also cases in which foreign citizens who 
entered the Romanian territory legally, or applied for asylum, chose to illegally 
travel to other EU countries by using forged (Romanian, Belgian, Lithuanian, 
Polish, Czech, Slovakian or Bulgarian) passports and (Italian, Spanish, Greek or 
German) residence permits, or by hiding in trucks or trains to cross the 
Romanian border to Serbia or to Hungary. The main sources of in- and out-
migrants who try to illegally transit Romania to reach other European 
destinations are: India, Bangladesh, Iraq, Pakistan, Turkey, Georgia, R. of 
Moldova, Liberia, Morocco, Algeria, Cote d’Ivoire, Russia, China, Sudan, Congo, 
Nigeria, Venezuela, Serbia, etc. (Official Report on Migration and Asylum in 
Romania, 2006: 22-23) 

 

1.4. Immigration to Romania 
 

Finally, the case of Romania as a migration target should not be ignored either. 
Before 1989, the inflows – just like the outflows – were closely monitored and looked 
upon with suspicion (the only exception being perhaps the foreign students, especially 
from the Middle East and African countries, well represented in Romanian universities 
from the 1970s onwards - 7-8% of all students registered in Romanian universities in 
1981) (Horváth, 2007: 3). After 1989 to the present day, immigration has continued but 
generally at a relatively modest level. In the 1990s, most of the immigrants were mostly 
entrepreneurs involved in commercial activities, especially from Turkey, the Middle East 
(Syria, Jordan) and China. As the years passed and Romanian economy started to slowly 
grow, partly as a result of the privatization of many industrial sectors, the number of 
foreigners asking for residence and work permits in Romania gradually increased and the 
scope of immigrants from the point of view of their nationality has also diversified 
including citizens from Italy, Germany, the USA, France (coming as investors and highly 
specialized workers). (See Official Report on Migration and Asylum in Romania, 2006: 13) 
Moreover, as skilled labour force shortage was a side-effect of emigration, in 2006, in 
certain sectors (e.g. the clothing and construction industries), entrepreneurs were already 
in the position of importing foreign workers. In 2006 the major countries of origin of 
foreign workers were Turkey and China, but Pakistan, India and Kenya are also on the list 
of Romanian employers, as workers from the neighbouring Republic of Moldova and 
Ukraine no longer appear as a viable solution to this crisis. 
(http://www.euractiv.com/en/socialeurope/romania-skilled-labour-shortage-highest-
worldwide/article-171920) Given the expected future growth of demand for labour (and 
the ageing of the Romanian population) it is predicted that the stock of foreign workers 
integrated into the Romanian labour market might grow by 15,000 to 18,000 immigrants 
yearly between 2007 and 2010, reaching eventually approximately 200,000 – 300,000 in 
2013-2015. (Horváth, 2007: 4) 
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Second in line as motivations for migration to Romania, indicated by the official 
source of data on immigrants – the Authority for Aliens – were education and marriage 
with Romanian citizens. The former was the cause for temporary migration of almost 
20% of the immigrants (in 2006), most of them coming from the Republic and Moldova 
or from Ukraine, while the latter usually ended up in permanent migration by the 
immigrants’ settling their residence in Romania. (Official Report on Migration and Asylum 
in Romania, 2006: 11-12) 

 
A special case in immigration to Romania is represented by the migrants coming 

from the neighbouring Republic of Moldova. From 1997 onward, most of the immigrants 
have come from the Republic of Moldova (although the German, French, Austrian and 
American immigrants also ranked among the most numerous) – 12% of all immigrants 
recorded at the 2002 National Census. (See National Institute of Statistics, 2006: 2.32, 
Constantin et al., 2004: 52 and Baldwin-Edwards, 2005: 18) The 1991 Romanian 
Citizenship Law, which practically defined the migration of Moldovan citizens as a form of 
repatriation, enhanced the migratory flow from Moldova, many of the immigrants 
eventually applying for Romanian citizenship. In the context of its accession to the EU, 
Romania introduced mandatory visas for Moldovan citizens. This has resulted in an 
exceptional increase in the number of applications by Moldovan citizens for Romanian 
citizenship. According to the latest reports, 500,000 Moldovan citizens (with 
accompanying children, approximately 800,000 persons) have applied for Romanian 
citizenship since the beginning of 2007, and it is predicted that this figure might increase 
to 1.8 million by the end of the year. This is extraordinary, considering that the Republic 
of Moldova has only 3.8 million inhabitants. (Horváth, 2007: 4-5) 

 
To the case of the Moldovan citizens, one should add that of asylum-seekers 

taking refuge in Romania. Having ratified the UN Convention and the Protocol Relating to 
the Status of Refugees in 1991, having improved its asylum system in 1996 and 2000, to 
eventually harmonize it with EU standards in 2006, Romania has managed to keep under 
control the inflow of asylum-seekers which fluctuated from year to year, to considerably 
decrease from 1,150 asylum requests registered in 2002 to 380 applications in 2006. The 
National Office for Refugees (the Romanian governmental unit in charge of the 
implementation of asylum policy) has established new transit and accommodation centres 
for asylum applicants who, for now, are still mainly coming from Iraq, Somalia, India, 
China, Bangladesh, Guinea and Ecuador. (Horváth, 2007: 5-6 and Baldwin-Edwards, 
2005: 20) The changes in the Romanian legislation, in direct agreement with EU 
requirements, and the development of efficient programmes of cultural and social 
integration, social and psychological counselling, Romanian language teaching, have 
aimed at encouraging asylum-seekers and refugees in Romania to settle permanently and 
to avoid turning into potential  (legal or illegal) transit migrants towards other European 
destinations. (Official Report on Migration and Asylum in Romania, 2006: 33-34) 

 
To conclude with another attempt at drawing a profile – this time of the 

immigrant – to see to what extent gender issues are taken into account, reference should 
be made to the fact that most studies of immigration to Romania build up on the image 
of young men, asylum-seekers aged between 21-30 years, to then rather paradoxically 
admit that “when the total number of immigrants is taken into account, the gender based 
structure is quite well balanced.” (Nicolescu and Constantin, 2005: 61) A plausible 
explanation for this situation (which is statistically proven - See the National Institute of 
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Statistics, 2006: 2.31) is provided by authors of the official report on immigration and 
asylum-seeking in Romania in 2006 (issued in 2007) who explain that the ones who 
usually migrate first to Romania are the men, who, for a while, work to establish 
prosperous businesses (especially the Turks and the Chinese); only afterwards are they 
followed by their wives (and entire families), which leads to an increase in the number of 
migrating women. (Imigraţia şi azilul în România în 2006/ Immigration and Asylum-
seeking in Romania in 2006, 2007: 7). Besides, whereas in the initial phases of 
immigration (in 1991) women represented 63.7%, over the next years men dominated 
immigration flows, but sometimes at only small differences from women, hence the 
relative balance in terms of gender. It remains to be seen whether, in light of the 
economic changes in Romania requiring the import of foreign labour force, this balance in 
the gender structure of immigration will be preserved or there will be a tendency towards 
feminisation of immigration (as it appears to be the case of emigration). 

 
What does not seem to have changed in the profile of the immigrant to Romania 

is the age – i.e. young persons, mainly between 26 and 50 years old, as they can find 
more easily a suitable job – and the preference for urban areas (for Bucharest in 
particular) equally motivated by their employment potential. (See Imigraţia şi azilul în 
România în 2006/ Immigration and Asylum-seeking in Romania in 2006, 2007: 8)  
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2. Review of Research Literature 

 What we would like to connect, within the framework of the GEMIC project, (i.e. 
gender, migration and intercultural relations) seems to be generally treated separately in 
the academic publications and research studies produced in the Romanian context. 
Therefore, we will proceed by briefly introducing the literature on the three issues as 
follows: 
 

2.1. Gender 
 
 Perhaps more than at a political, social and economic level, gender issues are 
foregrounded in the Romanian context basically owing to gender studies programmes 
and departments in the Romanian universities. Reference should be made in this respect 
to the outstanding contribution of strong and already well-established research centres 
for gender studies, like the ones of the Babeş-Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca 
(http://www.gender.salve.ro/) or of the West University of Timişoara 
(http://www.genderstudies.uvt.ro/), or of now famous gender studies programmes in the 
same universities as well as in the University of Bucharest or the University “Al. I. Cuza” 
of Iaşi. The intense activity of such academic communities, oriented towards both 
education and research, resulted in the organisation of successful international 
conferences and in the issuing of influential gender-focused publications like:  
 
- the Journal for Feminist Analyses AnaLize, edited by the Romanian Society for Feminist 
Analysis AnA since 1995; 
- the journal Gender Studies, edited and published in Timişoara by the above-mentioned 
Gender Centre functioning within the framework of the West University of Timişoara; 
- the collection on gender studies launched by the Foundation Desire;  
- a collection on Gender Studies (Studii de Gen) launched by one of the most prestigious 
Romanian publishing houses since 2000, which has included so far not only translations 
of major international feminist studies (e.g. Gatens, Moira, Feminism şi filosofie. 
Perspective asupra diferenţei şi egalităţii/ Feminism and Philosophy. Perspectives on 
Difference and Equality, transl. by Olivia Rusu Toderan, Iaşi: Polirom, 2001; Kligman, Gail 
and Susan Gal, Politicile de gen în perioada postsocialistă/ The Politics of Gender after 
Socialism, transl. by Delia Răzdolescu, Iaşi: Polirom, 2003), but also a large number of 
volumes produced by Romanian feminists (e.g. Miroiu, Mihaela, Convenio. Despre natură, 
femei şi morală/ Convenio. About Nature, Women and Morality, Iaşi: Polirom, 2002; 
Dragomir, Otilia and Miroiu, Mihaela (coord.) Feminist Lexicon, Iaşi: Polirom, 2002; 
Grunberg, Laura, Revoluţii în sociologia feministă. Repere teoretice, contexte româneşti/ 
(R)evolutions in Feminist Sociology. Theoretical Frameworks, Romanian Contexts, Iaşi: 
Polirom, 2002; Mihăilescu, Ştefania, Din istoria feminismului românesc. Studiu şi antologie 
de texte/ From the History of Romanian Feminism. Anthology of Texts. Vol. I - 1838-1929 
published in 2002 and Vol. II – 1929-1948 published in 2006; Marinescu, Valentina, 
Muncile casnice în satul românesc. Studii de caz/ Domestic Work in the Romanian Village 
of Today. Case studies, Iaşi: Polirom, 2002; Ştefănescu, Doina, Dilema de gen a 
educaţiei/ The Gender Dilemma of Education, Iaşi: Polirom, 2003; Paşti, Vladimir, Ultima 
inegalitate. Relaţiile de gen în România /The Last Inequality. Gender Relationships in 
Romania, Iaşi: Polirom, 2003; Miroiu, Mihaela, Drumul către autonomie. Teorii politice 
feministe/ The Way to Autonomy. Feminist Politics, Iaşi: Polirom, 2004; Ştefan, Cristina, 

 17

http://www.gender.salve.ro/
http://www.genderstudies.uvt.ro/


GEMIC. WP2 – Romania 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
Familia monoparentală. O abordare politică/ The One-Parent Family. A Political Approach, 
Iaşi: Polirom, 2006; Băluţă, Oana, Gen şi putere. Partea leului în politica românească/ 
Gender and Power. The Lion’s Share in Romanian Politics, Iaşi: Polirom, 2006; Băluţă, 
Oana, Dragolea, Alina and Iancu, Alice, Gen şi interese politice. Teorii şi practici/ Gender 
and Political Interest. Theories and Practices, Iaşi: Polirom, 2008). 
- the series of books on gender studies published by the Alternative publishing house: 
e.g. Miroiu, Mihaela (1995) Gândul Umbrei/ The Thoughts of the Shadow, Bucureşti: 
Alternative; Grunberg, Laura and Mihaela Miroiu (1997) Gen şi societate/ Gender and 
Society, Bucureşti: Alternative; Popescu, Liliana (1997) Gen şi politică/ Gender and 
Politics, Bucureşti: Alternative.  
 
 As can be seen, most of the books on gender issues published in the Romanian 
context, even up to 2006, were mostly theoretical in scope, very few being oriented 
towards practical applications through case study research (and not only).  
 
 Nonetheless, aimed at achieving more ambitious practical goals, the academia 
started collaborating with various women’s NGOs like the Ana Society, Filia Centre, The 
Cluj Centre for Gender Studies, The Association for Women’s Promotion in Romania, or 
such open-minded NGOs willing to finance research on gender issues, like the Soros 
Foundation. (Unfortunately, as Laura Grunberg remarks, not all women’s NGOs – and 
they are very numerous in Romania, and mainly related to the business circles – have 
very strong links with the Romanian academic feminism. - 
http://www.cepes.ro/cepes/Grunberg.htm) The results of their collaboration became 
manifest in many forms, here including publications like: Women and Men in Romania-
2000-published by the National Institute of Statistics with support from UNDP (in the 
framework of a programme on Gendering statistics in Romania) or School at the 
Crossroads. Change and Continuity in Compulsory Education. Impact study (L. Vlăsceanu 
ed., Iaşi: Polirom, 2003) containing 2 thematic studies on the gender dimension of 
education: “Explicit and implicit manifestations of gender in programmes and 
schoolbooks” (Laura Grunberg, Doina Ştefănescu) and “Education for private life” (Otilia 
Dragomir, Elena Bălan, Cristina Mihai). Thus, one step forward was taken towards 
gendering education, for instance.  
 
 The nature of the research projects embarked upon as well as that of the 
curricula for MA study programmes has gradually shown a more specific orientation in 
Romanian gender studies towards an integrative and multidisciplinary approach to 
gender: developing the interest in representations of gender relations in the media 
discourse (in particular), taking more interest in violence against women, approaching 
gender identity and relations from multiple – political, sociological, cultural, legal – 
perspectives, thus slowly but surely paving the way for intersectionality as a 
methodological approach to be adopted in gender studies. One of the pioneers of 
intersectional studies of gender in Romania is prof. dr. Enikö Magyari-Vincze, who used 
intersectionality in her studies on ethnic minority (especially Roma/Romani) women: e.g. 
Diferenţa care contează. Diversitatea social-culturală prin lentila antropologiei feministe/ 
The Difference that Matters. Social-cultural Diversity through the Lens of Feminist 
Anthropology, Cluj: Desire, 2002, “Social Exclusion at the Crossroads of Gender, Ethnicity 
and Class. A View through Romani Women’s Reproductive Health” in Feminista 
Antropológia Elvek és Gyakorlatok Között, Cluj: EFES, 2006, the research report 
“Excluziunea socială a romilor. Studiu de caz din Timişoara/ Social Exclusion of the 
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Romani Minority. A Case Study in Timişoara”, October 2007 – to mention but a few of her 
most representative titles.   
   

2.2. Migration  
 
 Aside from the official statistics and reports which trace the evolution of out- and 
in-migration flows, academics and researchers from several study fields like sociology, 
international economic relations, political and law studies seem to have taken more and 
more interest in migration as a complex phenomenon characterising the post-1989 
Romanian society. Departments of sociology (like the one from the University of 
Bucharest), of political sciences (like the ones from the University of Oradea and the West 
University of Timişoara), research centres (like the Centre for Interethnic Relations from 
the University of Cluj, the Research Centre on Identity and Migration Issues, University of 
Oradea) have embarked upon numerous research projects – often in collaboration with 
NGOs like IOM (International Organisation for Migration) – in an attempt at mainly 
describing and then analysing a number of aspects that are central to the study of 
migration like:  
 
- migration flows, trends and patterns (permanent/temporary, legal/illegal, emigration/ 
immigration/ transit) specific to the Romanian context, often looked upon in comparison 
to other international migratory tendencies: e.g.  

• Diminescu, Dana and Lăzăroiu, Sebastian (2002) Migraţia circulatorie a românilor 
după 1990 (Circulatory Migration of Romanians After 1990), IOM Mission in 
Romania, Bucharest;  

• Simina, Ovidiu Laurian (2002) Romania – Source Country and Transit Country for 
International Migration, in SISEC Discussion Papers, No.I/1 October 2002, West 
University of Timisoara, School of High Comparative European Studies (SISEC), 
Timisoara;  

• Diminescu D. (2003) Visible mais peu nombreux. Les Circulations migratoires 
roumaines (ed.), Paris : Editions de la Maison des Sciences de l’Homme;  

• Lăzăroiu, Sebastian (2003) The Risks of Irregular Migration to the European 
Union. Perceptions and Trends, IOM Mission in Romania, Bucharest;  

• Simina, Ovidiu Laurian (2003) Migration – Fake or Threat? It Is Romania a Real 
Risk for the European Space After the Enlargement Process, as Source for 
European Migration?, în László Lehoczy, László Kalmár (ed.): 4th International 
Conference of PhD Students (2003), Vol. „Economics 2”, Miskolci Egyetem, 
Miskolc;  

• Lăzăroiu, S., Alexandru, M. (2003) Who is the Next Victim? Vulnerability of Young 
Women to Trafficking in Human Beings, IOM, Bucharest; 

• Lazea, Valentin, Dumitru, Mihail and Diminescu, Dana (2004) Migraţia în 
străinătate a forţei de muncă provenită din mediul rural. Aspecte şi recomandări 
(Migration Abroad of the Labour Forces Originated from Rural Area. Aspects and 
Recommendations), in Grigore Silasi (ed.), Europa între cei 15 şi cei 25 (Europe 
between the 15th and the 25th) (2004), Timişoara: Editura Universităţii de Vest; 

• Andreescu, Viviana And Alexandru, Violeta (2007) “Transnational Labour Mobility 
of Romanians: Empirical Findings on Recent Migratory Trends” in Journal of 
Identity and Migration Studies, Vol. 1, No. 2, Research Centre on Identity and 
Migration Issues, University of Oradea. 
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- institutions and legal frameworks regulating migration: e.g.  

• Delcea M. (2002) Protecţia juridică a refugiaţilor în dreptul internaţional (Legal 
Protection for Refugees in International Law), Timişoara: Editura 
PresaUniversitară Română;  

• Andreescu, Daniela Nicoleta (2003) Totul despre recrutarea şi plasarea de forţă 
de muncă în străinătate. Agenţii de ocupare forţă de muncă în străinătate 
(Everything about Labour Recruitment and Employment Abroad. Agencies for 
Employment Abroad), Editura Constant;  

• Rusu, Laurentiu (2004) Migraţia ilegală, segment important al crimei organizate 
transfrontaliere (Illegal Migration, an Important Part of Trans-border Organised 
Crime), in Frontiera (The Border), no.10/2004, General Inspectorate of Border 
Police, Bucharest 

• Nicolescu, Luminiţa and Constantin, Daniela-Luminţa (2005) “Romania’s External 
Migration in the Context of Accession to the EU: Mechanisms, Institutions and 
Social-Cultural Issues,” in Romanian Journal of European Studies, edited by The 
School of High Comparative European Studies (SISEC), Timişoara: Editura 
Universităţii de Vest;  

• Andreescu, Daniela Nicoleta and Aurel Teodorescu (2007) Oficiul pentru Migraţia 
Forţei de Muncă între pace şi război (The Office for Labour Migration between 
Peace and War), Craiova: Ed. de Sud, etc.  

- the economic motivations but also consequences of migration. e.g: 
• Perţ, S., Pavelescu, F., Şimon, I. (2002) Circulaţia forţei de muncă în condiţiile 

(pre)aderării la UE (Labour Circulation before the Accession to EU), project CERES 
2/7, phase 1/2002, Colecţia Biblioteca Economică, Seria ProblemeEconomice, vol. 
34-35; 

• Răduţiu S.V. (2002) Analiza comparativă a pieţei muncii în România, Uniunea 
Europeană şi ţările candidate (A Comparative Analysis of the Labour Markets in 
Romania, the EU and the Candidate Countries), Academia Română, Institutul de 
Cercetare a Calităţii Vieţii; 

• Simina, Ovidiu Laurian (2003) Romania as Source for International Migration, in 
Lazăr Cistelecan (ed.), Economia şi societatea românească la începuturile 
mileniului trei (Romanian Economy and Society at the Beginning of the Third 
Millennium) (2002), Vol. I, Târgu Mureş: Editura Universităţii “Petru Maior”; 

• Perţ, S., Vasile, V., Negruţ, R., Mazilescu, P. (2003) Procese, fenomene, 
caracteristici şi tendinţe ale circulaţiei forţei de muncă în România (Processes, 
Phenomena, Characteristics and Trends of Circulatory Labour Migration in 
Romania), Colecţia Biblioteca Economică, Seria Studii Economice, vol. 6 – 7, 
ISBN-973-7940-17-2, CIDE, Bucureşti; 

• Simina, Ovidiu Laurian (2004) Inequality and Poverty in EU and the Accession 
Countries from Central and Eastern Europe. The Implications of Migration. The 
Case of Romania, in Tadeusz Koźluk (ed.), International Immigration and 
Naturalization Conference (2003), PWSBiA, Warsaw. 

- migration, cultural and national identity: e.g.  
• Lăzăroiu, Sebastian (2004) More ‘Out’ than ‘In’ at the Crossroads between Europe 

and the Balkans, in Migration Trends in Selected Applicant Countries, Volume IV – 
Romania, International Organization for Migration, Vienna; 

• Sandu, D. (2004) „Comunităţile culturale şi de dezvoltare în circulaţia migratorie a 
populaţiei din România în străinătate (Cultural and Developing Communities in the 
Circulatory Migration of Romanians Abroad)”, Simpozionul internaţional Probleme 
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ale migraţiei şi drepturile minorităţilor în Europa, Pactul de Stabilitate pentru 
Europa de Sud – Est (Migration Issues and Minority Rights in Europe. The 
Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe), Institutul Goethe, Bucureşti, martie. 

- quality of the migrants’ life and their ability to integrate in the receiving society: 
• Sandu, D. (2000) „Migraţia circulatorie ca strategie de viaţă (Circulatory Migration 

as a Life Strategy)”, în Sociologie Românească (Romanian Sociology) no.2/ 2000; 
• Bălţătescu, Sergiu (2007) “Central and Eastern Europeans Migrants’ Subjective 

Quality of Life. A Comparative Study” in Journal of Identity and Migration Studies, 
Vol. 1, No. 2, Research Centre on Identity and Migration Issues, University of 
Oradea. 

- consequences of massive emigration on the social level (brain drain, depopulation, 
children and family life): 

• Gheţău, Vasile (2003) “Declinul demografic continuă (The Demographic Decline 
Continues)”, Barometrul Social (Social Barometer), February; available on 
http://www.mediauno.ro/bs-search.php?art=2233; 

• Florian, Răzvan (2004) “Migraţia cercetătorilor români (Migration of the Romanian 
Researchers),” in Ad Astra, 3(2) 2004, available on http://www.ad-astra.ro 

• Gheţău, Vasile (2007) “Migration et incidence sur la repartition spatiale de la 
population en Roumanie au niveau national et régional” in Journal of Identity and 
Migration Studies, Vol. 1, No. 2, Research Centre on Identity and Migration 
Issues, University of Oradea ; 

• Cojocaru, Maria, Gulei, Alexandru, Irimescu, Gabriela, Luca, Cătălin, Lupu, Adrian, 
Miftode, Vasile (2006) “Migraţia şi efectele ei în plan familial (Migration and Its 
Effects on Family Life)” in Migraţia şi traficul minorilor neînsoţiţi: Măsuri urgente 
pentru minorii aflaţi în situaţie de vulnerabilitate extremă (Irregular Migration and 
Trafficking in Unaccompanied Minors: Urgent Measures for Minors in Situations of 
Extreme Vulnerability), IOM (International Organisation for Migration), 
http://singuracasa.ro/_images/img_asistenta_sociala/pentru_profesionisti/resurse
_asistenta_sociala_copil_singur_acasa/abilitati/Migratia_si_efectele_ei_in_plan_fa
milial_OIM2006.pdf. 

- consequences of trafficking in persons: 
• Tudorache, D. (2004) “General Considerations on the Psychological Aspects of the 

Trafficking Phenomenon”, in Psychological Support to Groups of Victims of Human 
Trafficking Situations – Psychological Notebook, vol. 4, IOM, February. 

 
Next to the titles already quoted in the bibliography of the national context description, 
these mentioned above are but a small part of the large amount of research on migration 
in which research project reports combine with thematic research papers presented in 
international conferences and published in national journals (Sociologie Românească – 
Romanian Sociology; Romanian Journal of European Studies; Journal of Identity and 
Migration Studies) to provide a panoramic picture of the myriad (social, economic, 
political and cultural) aspects of Romanian migration (among which, as previously 
mentioned, gender issues do not seem to be so prominent).  
 
 What is also worth mentioning is the fact that part of the literature on Romanian 
out-migration appears to get more specialized in the sense that researchers have started 
producing studies focused on specific target areas of migration, chief among which Spain 
and Italy, as the countries with the most numerous Romanian diasporas. To give but a 
few examples: 
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• Constantin, Florentina (2004) “Migrating or Commuting? The Case of Romanian 
Workers in Italy: Niches for Labour Commuting to the EU,” in (Un)Freedom of 
Movement: Migration Issues in Europe. Part I., EU Monitoring and Advocacy 
Program (EUMAP), available on 
http://www.eumap.org/journal/features/2004/migration/commuting; 

• Bleahu, Ana (2004) “Romanian migration to Spain. Motivation, networks and 
strategies” in Daniel Pop (eds.), New Patterns of Labour Migration in CEE, Cluj: 
AMM.   

 
Compared to the large amount of articles and research studies, the books on 

migration issues are much less numerous, unfortunately (and most of them – though not 
all of them – are published by the same prestigious Polirom publishing house).  

 
Some aim at offering a multi-facetted representation of the Romanian migrants’ 

life, revealing – by means of interview analysis – to what extent they are still attached to 
their native country’s culture and whether they have undergone acculturation 
successfully. One such example is Silvia Lomaca and Constantin Lomaca’s book 
Emigrarea: foaie de parcurs (Emigration: Routes and Records), Bucureşti: Enciclopedica, 
2004, a book which, starting from a rich collection of data on Romanians’ emigration and 
from the observation of some individual cases, builds up a well-balanced presentation of 
the migration phenomenon that relies on a combination of social and cultural psychology 
with multiculturalism theories (migration and asylum-related policies, intercultural 
communication, multicultural attitudes, acculturation, identity construction and re-
construction models, etc.). A more recent example which develops on the same issues to 
provide a more comprehensive image of emigration is Mirela Florian and Ioana Popescu’s 
Între patrii. Mărturii despre identitate şi exil/ Between Countries. Testimonies on Identity 
and Exile, Iaşi: Polirom, 2006: the book starts as a collection of testimonies by 
Romanians who migrated more or less recently, permanently or only temporarily in 
different corners of the world, to conclude with a number of theoretical essays, that deal, 
from an anthropological perspective, with exile and identity. 

  
Others prefer to look on migration from a legal point of view, as it is the case 

with Petre Catrinciuc’s Regimul juridic al străinilor/ The Foreigners’ Legal Status, 
Bucureşti: CH Beck, 2008: unlike the previously mentioned books, this study of 
comparative law covers a wider range of aspects of emigration/ immigration and transit 
migration as regulated differently in 34 countries, comparing and contrasting various – 
here including EU and Romanian – legislative systems and legal practices. 

 
 Translations also occasionally cover, usually in the larger context of globalization, 
aspects of migration (without making special reference to the Romanian context, 
however); good cases in point are: David Held, Anthony McGrew, David Goldblatt and 
Jonathan Perraton, Transformări globale. Politică, economie şi cultură/ Global Changes. 
Politics, Economy and Culture, Iaşi: Polirom, 2004 and Giovanni Sartori, Ce facem cu 
străinii?/ What Do We Do about the Foreigners?, Bucureşti: Humanitas, 2008. The latter, 
in particular, has turned out to break new grounds for the understanding of two opposite 
positions: multiculturalism – that favours difference – versus pluralism – that favours 
assimilation of new values and integration.  
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2.3. Intercultural interactions 
 
 Given the specificity of the Romanian cultural context, intercultural interaction is 
prone to interpretation in two different ways: as a reference to the relations between the 
Romanian majority and the different ethnical minorities that settled on the Romanian soil 
over the centuries in different historical and political circumstances, or as a manifestation 
of raising awareness of the impact of migration (in particular immigration in Romania) on 
the Romanian society. In the light of this ambiguity of the term, one should not be 
astonished to discover that most of the Romanian articles, books, studies on intercultural 
issues tend to take for granted the former meaning.  
 

The theoretical framework of all discussion on intercultural interactions is mainly 
provided by translations and lexicons. To give but a few examples, works like Richard 
Bourhis and Jacques-Philippe Leyens’s Stereotipuri, discriminare, relaţii intergrupuri/ 
Stereotypes, Discrimination, Intergroup Relations, Iaşi: Polirom, 1997 (enlarging on the 
perspective of social psychologists on stereotypes, discrimination and the relations 
between different cultural groups in the context of a multicultural society) or Gilles 
Ferreol and Guy Jucquois’s Dicţionar al alterităţii şi al relaţiilor interculturale/ Dictionary of 
Alterity and Intercultural Relations, Iaşi: Polirom, 2005 (defining in sociological, 
anthropological, philosophical, but also economic and legal terms, a number of key 
concepts related to the minorities’ rights, ethnicity, integration or exclusion, the right to 
being different, positive/ negative discrimination policies, racism, cultural identity, 
multiculturalism, etc.) have paved the way for Romanian studies in this field.  

 
As early as 1997, Adrian Neculau’s collaboration with Gilles Ferreol resulted in the 

issuing of a collection of studies, conducted by both Romanian and foreign psychologists, 
on the effect of social ‘evils’ like poverty and unemployment on the relations between the 
majority and the minorities. (Minorităţi, marginali, excluşi/ Minorities. The Marginal. The 
Excluded, Iaşi: Polirom, 1997) A few years later, from the field of political sciences, a 
study by Gabriel Andreescu has cast a new light on the way in which international law 
deals with the concept of nation, and in particular on how the Romanian legal system 
tries to accommodate issues like minority rights protection.  

 
Last but not least, an excellent exercise of successful intercultural collaboration in 

itself, Gabriela Colţescu’s Vocabular pentru societăţi plurale/ Lexicon for Plural Societies, 
Iaşi: Polirom, 2005 has brought together the endeavours of a team of Romanian, 
Hungarian and Serbian scholars in defining key terms in political sciences, law studies, 
sociology and cultural anthropology that might give a fresh and more politically correct 
touch to discourse in the present-day Romanian, but also Central –European space.  

 
From among the topics addressed by the GEMIC project, one of the best 

represented in this context is intercultural education. Only, in this case, as mentioned 
above, the term “intercultural” seems to be given a more ‘Romanian-specific’ meaning (if 
we can put it so) in the sense that books and study programmes on intercultural relations 
mainly aim at the integration in the Romanian educational system of children belonging 
to the different ethnic minorities (Roma in particular) on the Romanian territory. Moving 
from the general, theoretical background to more practical issues, books like Constantin 
Cucoş’s Educaţia. Dimensiuni culturale şi interculturale/ Education. Cultural and 
Intercultural Dimensions, Iaşi: Polirom, 2000 or Teodor Cozma’s O nouă provocare pentru 
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educaţie: interculturalitatea/ A New Challenge for Education: Interculturalism, Iaşi: 
Polirom, 2001 have become cornerstones of intercultural educational programmes. 
Gradually, however, more and more interest has been shown to the integration, by 
means of education, of migrating groups as well, and that could be seen in collections of 
studies like Educaţia interculturală în contextul integrării României în Uniunea Europeană: 
seminar ştiinţitific internaţional, Bucureşti, 10-11 mai 2006/ Intercultural Education in the 
Context of Romania’s Accession to the European Union (edited by Ion Gh. Roşca and 
Alexandru Teodorescu, Bucureşti: Editura ASE, 2006) or in international projects in which 
the Romanian Council for Refugees  took part (Who Speaks? The Voices of Immigrants 
on Adult Education) in order to promote the dialogue between the host society and the 
immigrants who, by being given access to education, could better integrate and take part 
in the social and cultural life of the larger community.  

 
 The fact that the Romanian academia and research circles have felt the need of 
reconsidering the main lines along which intercultural relations should be discussed has 
been, in our opinion, best illustrated in the volume Interculturalitate. Cercetări şi 
perspective româneşti/ Intercultural Studies. Romanian Research and Perspectives, edited 
by Rudolf Poledna, François Ruegg and Călin Rus and published by Presa universitară 
Clujeana in 2002. The book is the result of the collaboration, within the framework of the 
SCOPES Programme, of the West University of Timişoara, the Intercultural Institute of 
Timişoara, the Babeş-Bolyai University of Cluj, the Centre for Research on Inter-ethnic 
Relations in Cluj and the University of Freiburg (the Ethnology Department). Setting out 
to question first of all the terminology in use – intercultural/inter-ethnic; ethnic 
minorities/ pluralism/ multiculturalism –, the authors of the studies included in this 
volume have shown their awareness of the different interpretations of “minority” in the 
Romanian and, respectively, the European, migration-marked cultural spaces, deciding 
eventually in favour of “intercultural” as more relevant not only for the co-existence of 
several cultures within the borderlines of the same country, but also for the relations they 
establish. And though the stress is laid on the intercultural relations between cultural 
groups having coexisted on the Romanian territory for centuries, many issues of interest 
for the GEMIC project – i.e. intercultural movements, religion, gender, identity and its 
representations in the media – find their place in the volume. If the first chapter 
delineates the theoretical coordinates for the study of intercultural relations on the 
macro-social and political level, the second chapter traces back research on intercultural 
issues in Romania touching upon the relations between the Romanian, Hungarian and 
Roma communities under the Communist regime, the conflict between the Orthodox and 
the Catholic Church in Banat, and the perception of the Roma community in the 
Romanian media, special reference being made to the international migration of the 
Roma. (That is the only point in the book when migration issues connect with 
intercultural relations and media representations as elements of interest for GEMIC.) 
Finally, chapters three and four provide practical applications of sociological and 
anthropological study methods in two case studies: Transylvania and Banat, as the most 
clearly ‘pluri-cultural’ regions of Romania. 
 
 The example the authors of this volume set for the interdisciplinary study of 
intercultural relations is indeed worth following, hopefully in a larger context in which 
migration and gender differences could also find a more prominent place.     
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2.4. Analysis of Research Methodology 
 
 The literature on gender produced by the Romanian academia has covered 
multiple dimensions of this field of study and seems to have gradually evolved from more 
theory-oriented publications – on gender and morality, feminist philosophy, feminist 
politics/ policies, feminist literary criticism – towards more practical, and what is more 
important, multi- and interdisciplinary oriented applications. Adopting the research 
methods of sociology and anthropology (sociological enquiry based on questionnaires, 
structured interviews, focus groups, surveying media representations, cross-cultural 
comparison, in-depth examination of context, participant observation) has represented a 
step forward towards the successful introduction of intersectionality as a means of 
bridging research on gender, class and ethnicity in order to understand how multiple 
identities shape the life of minority women (until now, only Roma women have been 
focused on in such terms). The research and publications of academics like prof. dr. Enikö 
Magyari-Vincze on gender and ethnicity, seen from an intersectional perspective, aim at 
generating new and important insights to challenge the existing political and policy 
dimensions in relation to “difference”, whether gendered or cultural, and set an example 
to be followed in enlarging the scope of research on gender, migration, and intercultural 
relations.  
 
 As for migration studies, most of them draw extensively on data bases provided 
either by the state authorities (e.g. the Romanian National Agency against Trafficking in 
Persons, the Romanian National Refugee Office, the National Institute of Statistics, the 
Authority for Aliens of the Ministry of Interior, the Labour Force Migration Office, the 
National Agency for Employment etc.) or by other authorized Romanian / foreign 
institutions (the Institute for Public Policy in Bucharest, Centro di Studi Sociali di Roma – 
Ethnobarometer, the European Social Survey funded by the European Commission, etc.) 
and NGOs (e.g. the International Organisation for Migration).  Some studies rely on 
conducting mostly descriptive research, to eventually shift to contrastive approaches 
before drawing conclusions with regard to the evolution of migration flows, the causes 
and/or consequences of migration, migration-related policies in a certain institutional and 
legal framework. Other studies, which are rather motivated by the need for practical 
solutions in solving social, economic, cultural, etc. problems related to migration, carry 
out their research making use of sociological methodologies. Thus, migration research 
could be said to combine interpretation of statistics, data base analyses by means of 
binary logistic regression and multivariate analyses meant to identify the factors more 
likely to predict future migration flows, with qualitative data obtained by means of 
surveys, opinion polls, participant observation and interviews. Media-provided information 
is also occasionally relied upon and analysed, while psychology and legal framework 
interpretation come to complete the range of methodological choices. 
 
 As for the intercultural relations studies, the stress has been equally laid so far on 
empirical and theoretical research, in which case studies do find a place but mainly 
focused on the ethnic minorities living in Romania for centuries already, without 
expanding much on their intercultural interactions, on the one hand, or on the interaction 
with the newly-coming groups of immigrants to Romania, on the other. The combination 
of multidisciplinary approaches in producing lexicons, for instance, may be profitable but 
only for theoretical and descriptive studies.  
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 Besides, there is an obvious need to extend the scope of research: for instance, 
when it comes to representations of identity in the context of intercultural relations, other 
forms of text should be equally paid attention to, besides those pertaining to the written 
press, so as to include films and other types of visual representations (e.g. TV 
programmes); then, intercultural education studies should discuss the possibility of 
developing special curricula for the education of the immigrants to Romania with a view 
to contributing eventually to their social and cultural integration (especially in the light of 
the potential increase of inflows over the next years to compensate for the labour 
shortage on the Romanian market); topics, like urban intercultural spaces and 
movements/ intercultural violence/ mixed and transnational families (at present marginal 
in the migration and intercultural relations research), should be more thoroughly looked 
into, but again not only in relation to the already acknowledged ethnic diversity of the 
Romanian society (Romanian, Hungarian, Roma, Turks, Greeks, Ukrainian, Serbian, etc.) 
but to its potential further enlargement by the migration to Romania of Chinese, Indian, 
etc. citizens, and respectively, to the creation of large urban/rural communities in the 
countries of Romanian migrants’ destination, to the sometimes xenophobia-engendered 
violence against the Romanian migrants and to the position of the mixed/transnational 
families, in which one of the spouses is Romanian, in the two social and cultural spaces 
they are implicitly related to.       
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